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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year priorto the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Joseph 

'827. 

With respect to claim 1 , Joseph '827 discloses a pan 12 having a bottom surface, 
a sheet of filter media 50 spaced above the bottom surface and substantially spanning 
the pan (see FIGS. 1 and 2), the filter media having an inlet aperture extending through 
the filter media (e.g., the aperture receiving part 36), an inlet port 36 being sealingly 
connected to the inlet aperture and being operable to initially direct fluid below the filter 
media, and an outlet 40 located above the filter media and operable to release the 
return fluid, the filter media being operable to filter fluid flowing from the inlet port to the 
outlet port. 

Concerning claim 2, Joseph discloses spacers 14 projecting upwardly from the 
bottom surface of the pan and operable to support the filter media above the bottom 
surface. 

As to claim 3, Joseph discloses a lid 20 positioned above the filter media. 
Regarding claim 4, Joseph discloses the outlet as being a slot 40 in the lid (see 
FIG. 4). 

With respect to claim 5, Joseph '827 discloses a sump 46 operable to receive the 
fluid via a sump inlet, a return side filter 10 operable to filter a return portion (e.g., the 
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portion to be returned to the transmission) of the fluid, the return side filter including a 
pan 12 having a bottom surface, a sheet of filter media 50 spaced above the bottom 
surface and substantially spanning the pan (see FIGS. 1 and 2), the filter media having 
an inlet aperture extending through the filter media (e.g., the aperture receiving part 36), 
an inlet port 36 being sealingly connected t the inelt aperture and being operable to 
initially direct fluid below the filter media, and an outlet 40 located above the filter media 
and operable to release the return fluid, the filter media being operable to filter fluid 
flowing from the inlet port to the outlet port. 

Concerning claim 6, Joseph discloses spacers 14 projecting upwardly from the 
bottom surface of the pan and operable to support the filter media above the bottom 
surface. 

Concerning claim 7, Joseph discloses the return fluid as being released into the 
sump (e.g., after it has circulated through the transmission). 

As to claim 8, Joseph discloses a lid 20 positioned above the filter media. 

Regarding claim 9, Joseph discloses the outlet as being a slot 40 in the-lid (see 
FIG. 4). 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jagdmann. 

With respect to claim 1 , Jagdmann discloses a pan 20 having a bottom surface, a 
sheet of filter media 56 spaced above the bottom surface and substantially spanning the 
pan, the filter media having an inlet aperture extending through the filter media (e.g., the 
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aperture receiving part 64), an inlet port 64 being sealingly connected to the inlet 
aperture and being operable to initially direct fluid below the filter media, and an outlet 
(e.g., the area above the filter media 56) located above the filter media and operable to 
release the return fluid, the filter media being operable to filter fluid flowing from the inlet 
port to the outlet port. 

Concerning claim 2, Jagdmann discloses spacers 60 projecting upwardly from 
the bottom surface of the pan and operable to support the filter media above the bottom 
surface. 

As to claim 3, Joseph discloses a lid (e.g., formed by the transmission) 
positioned above the filter media. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Findley. 

With respect to claim 1 , Findley discloses a pan 10 having a bottom surface, a 
sheet of filter media 17 spaced above the bottom surface and substantially spanning the 
pan, the filter media having an inlet aperture extending through the filter media (see 
FIG. 1 ), an inlet port 37 being sealingly connected to the inlet aperture and being 
operable to initially direct fluid below the filter media, and an outlet 39 located above the 
filter media and operable to release the return fluid, the filter media being operable to 
filter fluid flowing from the inlet port to the outlet port. 

As to claim 3, Findley discloses a lid 11 positioned above the filter media. 
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Claims 36-42 are allowable. 

Joseph '827 is considered the closest prior art with respect to claims 36 and 39, 
however, the reference fails to teach or suggest the limitation of the inlet port extending 
vertically through the peripheral flange of the lid and being located laterally between the 
peripheral sidewall of the lid and the peripheral sidewall of the pan as recited in instant 
claims 36 and 39. 

Claims 1 and 5 would be allowable if amended to include the limitations of claims 
3 and 4 and to include the limitations of the lid including defining the inlet port, the inlet 
port including an inlet conduit an upper end adapted to be sealingly received within a 
return side passage of said transmission and the slots extending through the lid so as to 
exclude a return conduit structure and being adapted for releasing filtered return fluid 
directly into a sump of the transmission. 

The rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and 103 in view of Joseph et al '01 1 have 
been withdrawn in view of applicant's amendments to claim 1 and 5. Specifically Joseph 
et al '01 1 fails to disclose a sheet of filter media having an inlet aperture extending 
therethrough and an inlet port sealingly connected to the inlet aperture as recited in 
claims 1 and 5. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:00am-2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda W. Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 151 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Matthew O Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 
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April 1 , 2004 



